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League of Women
LaGrange Area

Voters

Oct 2008
IMPORTANT EVENT LOCATION
DATES
THURSDAY Rocco’s
OCT 16" Cool Villages Committee 510 N. Edgwood
7:30 PM Meeting LaGrange Park
SATURDAY |LaGrange Park Fall Festiv&ave Recyclables f(
OCT 18" Children’s Craft Table Children’s Cratft
11 AM -4 PM| See Cool Cities update Projects
inside for further info
TUESDAY Candidates Forum 1¥ Presbyterian
OCT 21 US & State 150 S. Ashland
9:30-11:30AM | Senators & Representatives LaGrange
TUESDAY LWVCC States Channel 7 Website
OCT 23 Attorney Forum Seats Available
7 PM (see inside)
TUESDAY ELECTION DAY POLL WATCHERS
NOV 4™ VOTE & PARTICIPATE ELECTION
(see inside for JUDGES

opportunities)
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One bright spot in this presidential election year is the enthusiasm and interest of younger
voters. Our League, along with many other Leagues, has registered a great deal more young
people than in past years. When | inquired as to what caused the increase, the response was
that it had more to do with the youth than with our changing our outreach. Perhaps it is the
individual candidates that have attracted their interest, perhaps it is just part of a larger cycle,
but the kids are just more engaged. An encouraging trend, regardless of the cause!

In further happy news, the trend has created a lot of work for us this season. For example,
LaGrange Area League members registered voters at Morton West High School in Berwyn for
the first time. We are working with a student organizer for the Mock Election at LT, and several
members participated in Mock Elections in Chicago Public High Schools as well. The Con-Con
committee made several presentations at student assemblies at LT, while other League
members registered voters there.

At the other end of the age spectrum, we are also pleased to sponsor a Candidate’s Forum with
AARP on October 21. This is our first time collaborating with this group for a forum, an exciting
new partnership for us. | am particularly excited about the range of candidates that have agreed
to attend, so | hope that you will be able to join us. And please, be sure to submit your
guestions for the candidates as soon as possible through our website
(www.lagrangearealwv.org) or by telephone.

Time to get back to work!

Krista Grimm

P ?

This just in: On Friday, October 3, President Bush signed the Great Lakes Compact! Complete
details in next month’s newsletter.

The Cool Villages Committee will be offering children’s crafts at the LaGrange Park Fall Festival
on Saturday, October 18. Does anyone have a canopy that they could lend to the committee for
the day? If so, please call Krista Grimm as soon as possible. Thanks!
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The LWVCC and ABC/Channel 7 are co-sponsoring a forum featuring the candidates for Cook
County States Attorney. The candidates are Anita Alvarez - Democratic Candidate, Tony
Peraica - Republican Candidate, and Thomas OBrien - Green Party Candidate. The forum will
be taped on October 23 at 7pm at which time it will also be running live on the Channel 7/ABC
website as well as their cable access channel. It will be televised on Channel 7 on either
Saturday or Sunday, November 1 or 2 (time tbd). Volunteers are needed to help the evening of
the taping and there will be a limited number of seats for observers in the studio during the
taping. If you would like to volunteer please call the league office at 312-939-5935 x27. We also
will be helping to formulate the questions for the moderated forum so if you have a question
about the Cook County States Attorney office that you would like addressed please submit it
either by calling the league office or emailing your questions to cook@Iwvil.org.
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Featuring candidates:
U.S. Senate:
Dick Durbin (D-incumbent), Steve Sauerberg ®, Kathy Cummings (Green), Larry Stafford (Libertarian)
U.S. Representative: (3rd Congressional District)
Dan Lipinski (D-incumbent), Jerome Pohlen (Green)
IL State Senate (41> District)
Christine Radogno (R-incumbent), Audrey Manley (D), and (21 District) Dan Cronin (R-incumbent)
IL Representative (41% District)
Bob Biggins (R-incumbent), Kevin O’Connor (Green), and (82nd District) Jim Durkin (R-incumbent)
Co-Sponsored by The League of Women Voters of the La Grange Area and AARP Local 427
5A
Go to our website, www.lagrangearealwv.org to post questions for the candidates which your Voter
Service Committee will use at the Candidates’ Forum on Tuesday, October 21%. (See the attached flyer.)
A+ 5A + C
Because the Candidates’ Forum is on a Tuesday morning, many of our working members will be unable
to attend. But, the good news is that we won’t be competing with the Bears, Cubs or Sox (as they march
toward a Crosstown World Series) on a Sunday afternoon. This forum is already having a big impact.
Candidates on the judicial ballot and candidates from the 21* State Representative District have
contacted us to be included. With the schedule already in place, we were unable to accommodate their
requests, but they have been invited to bring campaign literature and to attend the “meet and greet”
session from 9:30 until 10:00 A.M. League handouts on Con Con will also be available to the audience.
Every League member can help us “pack the place.”
Here’s how:
Mark your calendar to attend on Tuesday, October 21% .
Come at 9:30 A.M. to greet the candidates over coffee before the forum begins.
Make copies of the flyer and send them to at least  five friends with a personal note or
forward a copy electronically with a personal note attached.

++; A, <?DD)) &

You Helped Improve the Election Process !

The report prepared from all the poll reporting surveys submitted by local League members for the
February primary was presented to Cook County Clerk David Orr, who is in charge of elections for
suburban Cook County. Mr. Orr and his staff followed up on each reported instance of a problem with a
polling place or election judge, and Mr. Orr recently submitted the results to the Cook County League. In
a number of cases, the polling place will be moved to a better location and judges will be moved or not
used again. A number of schools which are the sites of polling places will be not be in session on
November 4, which will free up parking lots and better locations within the schools for the polling places.
With your help, the Cook County League hopes to find out if some of our other recommendations
contained within the report have led to further improvements for the November election.

In addition, LWV Cook County is interested in learning whether the op-scan machines and the touch
screens will perform well under the stress of an anticipated heavy turnout for the Nov. 4" elections.

Look for a mailing in late October with a copy of t he survey and a cover letter describing how you
can participate in round 3 of the poll-watching sur vey.
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150 new voters or voters requiring a change of address were registered by our La Grange League Deputy
Registrars this fall. We served the young students at Lyons Township, Riverside-Brookfield and Morton
West High Schools locally and we also went to Curie and Best Practice High Schools in Chicago. At
Bethlehem Woods and Plymouth Place, 45 seniors took advantage of the convenient opportunity to
change their addresses. In early September, 2 of our registrars went to help register young women at the
YWCA in Chicago. Hats off to our intrepid Deputies: Grace Abraha  mson, Karin Bull, Linda
Christianson, Vera Fina, Gloria French, Krista Grim  m, Aileen Henkel, Jeanine Jasica, Bob and

Mary Klonowski, Jean Klotter, Maureen Larsen, Sally Mitchell, Lorna Neuneker, Carolyn Norris,
Cynthia Schilsky, Linda Stevanovich and Jan Goldber  g.

? 6 -
The Cook County League is urging all local league members to consider becoming election judges for the
November election and to recruit friends and family members, as well. The poll reporting project that local
league members participated in for the February primary revealed that 50% of the precincts covered did
not have the full complement of 5 election judges. Please consider being an election judge for the
November 4 election. Half of the over 300 precincts surveyed as part of the Cook County Leagues Poll
Reporting Project for the February Primary had fewer than the 5 judges called for, so the need is very
real. If you can't be a judge, please recruit friends and family members for this important role in making
democracy work.
What Is Required : You must be a registered voter and be able to serve on election day from 5 am until
the results are tabulated and all the equipment is stored back into the ?big blue box, which usually takes
a couple of hours past the 7 pm poll closing time. You may be asked to go to your polling place the
evening before the election to help set the polling place up (which will make the next morning much less
stressful). You must also attend a training session, and you will be given an election judge manual to
study. There is additional training if you are willing to be an equipment manager.
What You'll Be Paid : $170 (assuming you attend the training session and work a full day). There is
additional pay if you are a ?supply judge, an equipment manager, or if you are one of two judges who
returns the ballot bag to the receiving station.
How to Apply if You Live in Suburban Cook County : Contact your Republican or Democratic township
committee person if you live in suburban Cook County. For a list of Democratic and Republican township
committee persons, go to www.voterinfonet.com and click on Directory of Elected Officials near the top on
the right-hand side of the page, then click on Party Officials, and then click on either Republican or
Democratic Township Committeemen.
Alternatively, you can fill out an election judge application online at www.voterinfonet.com , (click on the
tab Programs at the top and then click on election judges), and the Cook County Clerk will forward your
application to the appropriate township committee person. By law, the Democratic and Republican parties
initially select people to be election judges, and then the Cook County Clerk will fill remaining vacancies
beginning 45 days prior to the election.
Some Useful Tips : Besides studying the election judge manual thoroughly ahead of time, wear
comfortable clothes. You'll be helping to set up and take down voting equipment, as well as sitting much
of the day. Bring some reading material for slow times. Bring lots of water, as well as food. You'll be given
time for lunch, but it is often easier to have food with you. Also, while you can take time to go vote in your
home precinct, it is probably easier if you take advantage of early voting.
Student Judges : There is a special program for high school juniors and seniors to be judges if they have
a 3.0 out of 4.0 GPA and permission of a parent or guardian and the principal. The students do not need
to be 18, but they serve the full day and are paid the same as regular judges. Go to
www.voterinfonet.com and click on the Programs tab at the top and then on High School Democracy
Programs for more information and applications.
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The Con-Con committee has been busy putting méadgether to help us make other voters aware of
the League position. Please contact Jeanine Jasicana Neuneker for yard signs, bookmarks, and

flyers.
Following is the LWVIL position on the 2009 Cortstional Convention which will be voted on at the

November 4 General Election:

$"% &
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On September 20, 2008, League members from throughout Cook County visited the Mainstream
Pumping Station in Hodgkins. Interest in this tour exceeded capacity, so a second tour will occur on
October 11.

The Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago (MWRD) proposed the deep tunnel
system, rather unique in the United States, in the 1970’s to reduce the number of sewage discharges into
area waterways, including Lake Michigan. In this regard, the system is a success. Untreated sewage
used to be discharged every four or five days, on average, whereas currently discharges occur every
fourteen to fifteen days. Since we visited the week after the post-hurricane deluge that caused flooding
and property damage throughout the region, many League members were surprised that the main
purpose of the system was not to prevent and ameliorate flooding.

Tour participants viewed a short film, heard a talk by an engineer, and had the opportunity to descend via
elevator nearly 300 ft. into the earth. Members learned that construction of all the tunnels is completed,
but only one of the three planned reservoirs is operational at this time. The other two reservoirs are due
to come on line in 2012 and 2013, respectively.

In the future, the MWRD expects that regulations will increase, and additional treatment of water will be
required. LWVCC is pleased to have a new observer of the MWRD starting this fall. Her reports, along
with reports of other Cook County observers, may be found at
http://cookcounty.il.lwvnet.org/Observers.html. Learn more about the MWRD at its website at
www.mwrdgc.dst.il.us/ .
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Urge Your Representatives to Stop Global Climate Ch  ange
It's easy, quick and necessary. Go to www.lwv.org, click on Global Climate Change in the left
hand column under the Issue Priorities heading. You will enter your zip code in order to tell your
Representative to support the “Principles for Global Warming Legislation”. While you are there,
read the background materials and the text of the “Principles” which offer a guideline for
comprehensive legislation. The LWVUS Climate Change Taskforce Paper is available online.

National Capital Security and Safety Act
The League and coalition partners sent a letter to Senators urging them to reject H.R. 6842
because it would strip Washingtonians of their power to enact local gun laws. The House passed
an amended version of the bill substituting language that creates threats to public safety and
homeland security.

The League Opposes the Health and Human Services De  partment’s Proposed Regulation on

Reproductive Health
The LWV submitted comments in opposition to a proposed “Provider Conscience Regulation” that
would have a negative impact on patient access to health care services and information,
particularly in the area of women'’s health. Visit www.lwv.org to read these comments.

Sen Feinstein and Rep Brady Urged to Continue Their Leadership on Veterans Voting Rights
The LWV and coalition partners sent a letter to Senator Diane Feinstein, Chair of the Committee
on Rules and Administration, pressing for support of the Veterans Voting Support Act. This
landmark bill, introduced by Rep. Robert Brady, Chair of the Committee on House Administration,
has been passed by the House and would give hundreds of thousands of veterans widespread
and direct access to voter registration services through the offices of the Dept of Veterans Affairs.

The League Partners with the National Head Start As  sociation
The LWVUS and NHSA are collaborating this year to support Head Start in their voter outreach
efforts. Due to a recent change to the Head Start law, other non-partisan groups may register
voters in the over 2000 facilities nationwide.

The National Voter Goes Green!



The digital edition was successfully launched with the October issue. To register to receive the
newsletter online, and for further information on all of the above issues, visit www.lwv.org.

Carolyn Norris
+<A #E -4 4 -F 22 4

Following is information on a program that the LWV Arlington Heights is presenting on 10/16. This
program will look at the very negative effect of the changing climate on people in less-developed
countries, especially women, and how it is being overlooked by those who have the power to address it.
For more background on the consequences of climate change in various less-developed countries,
please go to the website http://www.oxfamamerica.org/ and click on Climate Change: Sisters on the
Planet. "Sisters on the Planet" is a joint project of Oxfam America and the League of Women Voters
United States Education Fund. For more information, call Cathy at 847-437-6956

"SISTERS ON THE PLANET".......... Thursday, October 16th,  7pm
Arlington Heights Historical Society, 110 W. Fremon t, Arlington Heights

Climate change is a familiar issue for most Americans, but one normally associated with
its environmental effects. It is not always obvious how climate change’s worsening
storms, rising sea levels, droughts, and disease are already having a disproportionate
impact on people in poor communities. Even if the world stopped polluting today,
climate change would continue to have negative impacts on the world’s poorest people;
and it hits women the hardest.

Rural women are particularly affected by the changing climate. Though the men can
migrate to urban areas to seek a better living, women and girls must stay behind to care
for their families. Their struggle to put food on the table leaves them increasingly
vulnerable to forced marriages and HIV/AIDS. They must travel increasingly long
distances to collect water for drinking, cooking, and bathing. In some areas, weather
changes are giving rise to diseases, like malaria, that mothers have never coped with
before.

Some of these women are fighting back as best they can with their limited resources.
The program features four videos, produced by Oxfam America in a joint project
with the LWVUS Education Fund, which portray the ef  forts of four such women
from these poorer communities. It is an uneven fight; they need help.

At the UN Climate Conference in Bali last winter and the G8 Summit in Japan last July,
world leaders reaffirmed previous promises but did not agree on any details or plans to
reduce carbon emissions or to reverse the recent decline in aid to poorer, affected
countries. Therefore the “Sisters on the Planet” Project urges citizens of industrialized
nations to call on their leaders to make a concrete commitment to reducing emissions,
while also following through on promises to set aside funding to help poor and
vulnerable communities, like those of these four strong women, adapt to the realities of

a changing climate.
Doors open at 7pm with light refreshments; the program begins at 7:30pm.
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Education Committee member Cheryl Chapman travelled down to South Holland to attend one of the
House Education Committee budget hearings. Among the people offering testimony to the committee
were people from A+ lllinois, the lllinois PTA, the lllinois Education Association, Ralph Martire, Voices for
lllinois Children, students, a variety of school teachers, staff, and administrators, and well as the general
public. About 95% of the speakers made the case that our Illinois school system is underfunded at the
foundation level, the inequities between schools are unethical, the property tax system, while keeping
education under local control, also insures that a child's zip code determines the quality of that child's
schools. Many speakers also spoke of the crisis of special eduation funding. Our League has co-
sponsored community forums in the past, and each year we hope that "this will be the year!" So far, that
year has never arrived. Many people spoke in favor of Senate Bill 2288. All of the speakers were well-
received by the committee, and they promised to educate their fellow House members. Hopefully our
League will continue to inform our community about the very important issue of educational funding,
especially the most-echoed issue of the evening: How do we move forward? Following is an excerpt from
a speech given that night by a doctoral student, Sonya Collins, from Roosevelt University. Cheryl felt that
the issues raised here were representative of the overall concerns during the 4-hour hearings:

My name is Sonya Collins and | live in Senator James Meeks’ district. | work in the Central Office
of Dolton School District as the Director of Technology and am a member of the lllinois Education
Association. | am here tonight to personalize the funding crises and to put a face on this issue as an
advocate for SB2288.

| am a product of the CPS system, a graduate of the University of Chicago, Concordia University
and now a doctorate student at Roosevelt University. However, my story is not representative of the
educational experiences that our low-income and in most cases minority students receive. Two summers
ago | held back tears as | walked into the computer lab of a high school in Naperville, Illinois. There for
professional development, | was amazed by the seemingly unlimited resources available to students
there. | was also hurt as | realized that Illinois schools are still separate and unequal!

We all know that property in poor and middle income areas cannot generate enough revenue to
fund education. Likewise the state’s over-reliance on property taxes is what has caused this great
inequality in school funding. The State must provide more money for school funding. The national
average is for states to cover 50% of education costs. Currently, Illinois provides just 32%. Even though
the government can provide some funding, it is clear that we must increase the state’s portion to at least
50% to try and reduce the disparities between poor and wealthy areas and bring the school funding
formula closer to the national average. A state-wide tax reform is necessary to reform school funding—
we cannot continue to rely on the local tax base. Likewise we need to increase income tax rates for
individuals, corporations and expand the state sales tax base. Doing so will generate almost 9 billion
dollars in revenue. Surely if Henry Paulson can request and practically demand 700 billion dollars to
bailout Wall Street, we can work together to supply the monies necessary to provide all children with an
adequate education.

Research has shown the correlations between student achievement and school funding. Please tell
the 3100 students in my district that the quality of their education isn’'t determined by the wealth of the
community where they live. Please tell them that you understand that they must overcome enormous
odds to obtain an education. Tell me - a voter - that you want to reduce the chances of them being
arrested, committing a murder, an assault, car theft, arson, or burglary because you are investing in their
education. | ask for you to support SB2288. This bill would bring more money to the Dolton School
District. Money that we can use to:

Hire highly qualified teachers

Provide smaller classrooms

Offer better resources like, technological equipment and more computers.

Lastly Legislators as the election season approaches please do not fear getting re-elected because
SB2288 increases taxes. According to a poll by Associated Press, 61% of Illinois voters will support a tax
increase that improves education. | plan to vote in November and would appreciate your support for
SB2288.



REALLY IMPORTANT EVENTS
(See inside for details)

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18™ 11 AM-4 PM
LaGrange Park Fall Festival
See inside
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 21°7 9:30 - 11:30 AM

CANDIDATE FORUM
First Presbyterian Church
150 S. Ashland, LaGrange
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 4™ 6 AM — 7 PM

ELECTION DAY

The LWVLGA gratefully acknowledges the law firm of Golan & Cistie, LLP and member Barb Yong for their servic

Newsletter Editor: Jean Klotter..................ccommmmevve...... 708/345-3912
LWV LaGrange Area website.................. http://lagrangearealwv.ot

League of Women Voters
of the LaGrange Area
215 S. Brainard Avenue
La Grange, IL 60525




